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Proceedings

OF THE MATES CREEK DISTRICT ASSOCIATION HELD WITH
THE POND (REEK CHURCH, AUGUST 31, SEPTEMBER 1, 2, 1951.
FRIDAY MORNING, August 31, 1951.

The Association was called to order by the Moderator, prayer by
Elder Joe Thacker.

The Introductory Sermon was preached by Elder Frank Wheeler,
text Song of Solomons 2:2, “As the lilly among the thorns, so is my
love among the daughters.”

Ministers lefl on the stand for PFriday:

1. Elder Lees Craiger, of the Union Association.

2. Elder Gideon Sparks, of the Washington Association.

3. Iilder J. P. Holbrook, of the UUnion Association,

4. IWlder Owen Harvey, of the Indian Creek Association.

Messengers assembled in the Pond Creek (‘hurch house, and was
called to order by the Moderator, prayer by Elder J. W. Tuttle, of the
Upper Mayo Assoclation.

Letters from the several churches were read, from which the [ol-
lowing table was prepared:

Louisa Church: Elders W. H. Thacker, A. P. Juslice, M. C. Slone,
Joe Slone, Jr., Brother Bradley Warrix.

Pond Creek Church: BElders Franlt Wheeler, George Hunt, Brethren
Willard Blackburn, C. J. Mickey, and W. J. Hatfield.

Big Creek Church: Iilders Joe Thacker, John Fuller, Brethren Paris
Blackburn, Lewis Blswick, Joe Stanley, and M., B, Blackburn.

Raceoon Church: Elder M. (. Slone, Brethren Joe Maynard, Tom
(Clollins, Milton Coleman, and Joe Morris.

Sulphur Spring Church: Elders A. J. Blackburn, Johnny Blackburn,
Brethren Ira Simpkins, Joe Conn, J. B. May, and Chester Blackburn.

Peter Creek Church: Elder Anderson Casey, Brethren Phillip Dot-
son, Buddy Dotson, Peter Coleman, and Roland Dotson.

Little Hope Church: Brethren Dewey Dotson, Lee Stiliner, Ballard
Ball and Bobby Blackburn.

Joppa Church: Elder Irank Wheeler, Brethren Tem Jude, and
Floyd Stepp.

Grapevine Church: Elder J. W. Slone, Brethren Arville Justice,
Hillard Justice, Arthur Williams, and Stewart Justice,

Samaria Church: Elder Teddy Ball, Brethren . €. Dotson, Jim
Varney, Stearl Hatfield, John Coleman, Willie Hatfield, Bab Dotson.

Johns Creek Church: Elder Paris Coleman, Brethren Harvey Cole-
man, W. 1, Smith, Ralph Coleman, and Taylor Coleman.



ELECTION OF OFFICERS
The Asscciation then elected Elder W. H. Thacker, Moderator,

Elder: A, P. Justice, Assistant MModerator; Brother Stearl Hatfield,
Clerk, Secretary and Treasurar; Brother €. J. Mickey, Assistant Clerk.

PFROCEEDING OF BUSINESS

1. Newly Contstituted Churches called [or, received Calvary Churech,
by arm of seven members from Raccoon Church,

2. Abstracts of Principles, Rules of Decorum, and Constitution read
and to be printed in the AMinutes.

3. Correspondence Irom sister Associations received and szeated
as follows:

Washingten: Elders E. 8. Stevens, G. B, Sulherland, Gideon Sparks,
Hadley Hdwards, Montie Miller, and M. M. Edwards.

Indian Creek: Elder Owen Harvey,

Union: By lelter and Elders Joseph Church, and J. P. Holbrook.

Visitors from sister Associations were received and sealed as fol-
lows:

Washington: Brolher Adrian May and Fred Oquin.

Indian Creek: Brethren Leonard Mann, Henry Mann, Lacy Lilley.

FPowell’s Valley: Elder B. E. Dotson,

TTpper Mayo: Elder J. W. Tuttle.

4. Moved and seconded that the Moderalor make all lemporary
arrangements.

5. A messenger from each chureh, together with all the messengers
from the Pond Creek Church were appoinied to arrange for the
preaching from the stand.

They reported for Saturday:
. Elder Joe Church, of the Union Assecciation.
. BElder J. T. Mabe, e¢f the Indian Creek Asgsocialion.
. Elder G. B. Butherland, of the Washington Association.
Elder J W. Tuttle, of the Upper Mayvo Association.
5. Elder L. 8. Stevens, or the Washingion Association.
They preached in the order of their names.
6. Messengers who agreed [o visil sister Assocciations are as follows:
Washington; Elders Paris Coleman, J, H, Blackburn, Teddy Ball,
Joe Blone, Jr., and Brethren IHarvey Coleman, W. I, Smilh.
Indian Creek: Hlders Teddy Ball, J. H. Blackburn, and Dan Adkins.
Union: Elders Joe Slone, Jr., and Mati Slone.
7. Committee on Arrangements was appointed as Tollows:
Brethren W. .J. Haifield, Parig Coleman, and Frank Wheeler,
8. Commitliee on Finance was appointed as follows:
Brethren Mati Slone, Jim Varney, and C. . Dotson.

9. Moved and seconded that the Association be adjourned until
9 o'clock Saturday morning.
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SATURDAY MORNING, September 1, 1951.

The Associalion met pursuant to adjournment and was called lo
order by the Moderator, prayer by Elder Kit Ttatliff.

1. Roll called and absentees marked.

2. Commiltee on Arrangement reported and were discharged.

(a) Commitlee recommend that item 4 of our Minutes of Sat-
urday business be moved up to item 3 of Friday's business, and that
item 3 be moved to item 4 of Friday’'s business. This was accepled
by the Association by a4 move and second.

3. Finance Committee reported $136.92, and were discharged.
4. Messengers appointed last yvear to wvizit sister Associations re-
~ported, and those unable to fill their appointment were excused.
5. Committee on Preaching for Sunday reported as follows:
1. Blder B. HE. Dotson.
2. Elder Lowell Lilly.
3. Elder Hadley Edwards.
4. Tlder A. R. Singleton.

6. Union meetings and their appointees as follows:

Louisa Church meets Friday before the second Saturday in August
1952. Elders Teddy Ball, J. H. Blackburn, A. J. Blackburn, Fonsg
Justice, and FPrank Wheeler,

Pond Creek Church meets Friday before the second Saturday in
August, 1952, Elders Wallace Chapman, Joe Thacker, J. H., Black-
burn, and Teddy Ball.

Big Creek Church meets Briday before the third Saturday in Aug-
ust, 1952, Klders Wallace Chapman, J. H. Blackburn, Dan Adkins,
W. H. Thacker, and Paris Coleman.

Raccon Church has no Union Meeting.

sulphur Springs Church meets Friday belfore the first Saturday in
August, 1952, Elders Frank Wheeler, Dan Adkins, Teddy Ball, Joe
Blone, Jr., Homer Little, and Paris Coleman,

Peter Creek Church meets Friday before the fourth Saturday in
Jume, 1952, Elders Teddy Ball, Paris Coleman, Dan Adkins, Frank
Wheeler, J. H. Blackburn, and Wallace Chapmai.

Little Hope Church meects Friday before the firsl Saturday in July,
1962. HElders Paris Coleman, Joe Thacker, Joe Slome, Jr., Wallace
Chapman, Anderson Casey, Fonso Justice, and W. H. Thacker.

Joppa Church meels the first Saturday in June, 1952. HElders
Kit Ratliff, Dan Adkins, John Fuller, and Joe Thacker.

Grapevine Church meets Friday before the third Saturday in July,
14952, Ilder J. H. Blackburn, M. . Slone, Lonnie Warrix, J. H. Black-
burn, and Paris Coleman.

Samaria Church meets Friday before the third Salurday in June,
1952, Hilders A. P. Justice, W. H. Thacker, J. H. Blackburn, Frank
‘Wheeler, Dan Adking, Paris Colman, Teddy Ball, and A. J. Blackburn.

John Creek Church meets Friday before the second Baturday in
July, 1952, FElders Kit Ratliff, John Fuller, W. H. Thacker, Dan Ad-
king, Frank Wheeler, Teddy Ball, and J. H. Blackburn.
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Calvary Church meets Friday before the first Saturday in June,
1852. KElders Teddy Ball, Wallace Chapman, Joe Slone, Jr., Paris
Coleman, W. H. Prater, and Fonzo Justice.

7. Circular Letter called for read, received and to be printed
in the Minutes, and that Elder Wallace Chapman to prepare the next.

8. Agreed that we have 1500 copies of these Minutes printed, and
annex our Constitution, Arficles of Faith, Rules of Decorum, and the
obhituaries of Sister IMorence Coleman, Sister Ollie Varney, Brethren
Henry €. Varney, Sam McCoy, Tilden Williamson, J. M. Blackburn,
Willie James Williamson, and XK. B. Morris.

9. Agreed thal the Brother Clerk superintend the printing and
dizstribution of the Minuies, and to pay for same from the funds in
Lthe (reasury and the balance of the funds he left in his hands, until
the next Association.

10, The Finance was disposed of as follows:

Balanee leff on hand from Tast ¥ear .........ociiviennis. £145.68
Amount received from the chUrches .. ...iii..esivioi, 136.92
Potal st on RAmAR s e o e L282.60
Anrount paid For Minuates last yvear ... ..., 68.50
e e e B e e i 10,04
bl e a8 e D e e s s e $78.50
Balorce s T O O o o e o iis e el e S e h204.10

11. Agreed that ocur next Association be held with the Raccoon
Church at Raccoon, Pike County, Kenlucky, and to begin Hriday before
the firat Sunday in September, 19562, and that Elder Joe Thacker
is to preach the Introductory Sermon and that Elder John Fuller be
his alternate.

The Washington Association meets with the Mill Creek Church and
will begin Friday before the second Sunday in September, 1952, Go
by Grundy, Virginia to Raven, Virginia, turn right at Raven up Mill
Creek to the Association.

The Indian Creek Asscciation meets with the Egerian Church and
will begin Friday before the last Sunday in August, 1952, Go through
Beckley, Wesl Virginia to Flat Top, West Virginia, turn off main
highway at Flat Top, eighl miles out on secondary road to the Asso-
ciation.

Minutes read and approved. Closed by prayer by Elder Hadley nd-
wards; then adjourned until the time of our next Associalion.
Signed by
W. H. THACKER, Moderator
A, P, JUSTICE, Assistant Moderator.,
STHARL HATFIELD Clerk.
C. J. MICKEY, Assistant Clerk.
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EVYENING MEETINGS
FRIDAY EVENING:

Ballard Ball’s home: Elders Joe Slone, Paris Coleman, and J. P.

Holbrook. f :
Sizster Judy Runyon's home: Elders B. E. Dotson, and Hadley

Edwards.
Samaria Church: Elders J. II. Blackburn, A. J. Blackburn, L. 5.
Stevens., .
Pond Creek Church: Elders G. B. Sutherland, and J. W. Tuttle.
Brother Fonso Juslice's home: Elders A. P. Justice, Kit Ratliff,
and Ostill Smith.
Big Creek Church: Elders Joe Church, Jess Helbrook, Gideon

Sparks.
George Slone’s home: Elders Owen Harvey, and W. H. Thacker.

SATURDAY EVENING:

Brother Andy Blackburn’s home: Elders Paris Coleman, Homer
Little, Teddy Ball, and Wallace Chapman.

Jim Ball’s home: Elders Joe Slone, Jr., Montie Miller, I5. 5. Stevens.

Coburn Church: Blders J. H. Blackburn,.A. J. Blackbuarn, and
Lacey Lilley.

Samaria Church: Elders Hadley Edwards, and M. M. Edwards,

Sister Florence Browning's home: Elders Dan Adkins, Bobby Stan-
ley, and Teddy Ball

Anthony Coleman’s home: Elders A. R. Singleton, Loyall Lilley,
and J. W. Tuttle.

SUNDAY MORNING, September 2, 1951,

Singing and praver by Elder E. 8. Stevens, of the Washinglon As-
speciation.

Elders on the stand:

1. Elder B. I&. Dotson, of the Powell’s Valley Association, texl, Eph.
1:1-4: “Blessed be the Lord,” ete.

2. BElders Lowell Lilley, of the Indian Creek Associaiion, text “T
came not Lo do mine own will Jbul the will of Him who sent me.”

5. Elder Hadley HEdwards, of the Washinglon Association, text,
Rom. 8:16: “The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit that we
are the children of God.. .

4, Elder A. R, Singleton, of the Washinglon Association, text “Jesus
is the Savior,” etc.

Clozed by the Moderator.

We have had one more wonderful Association, the preaching was
the true doctrine of Primitive Baptists, the altendancce was large, but
well behaved.

The Asgsoeciation wants {o° thank each and everyone who helped

in any way,
--THE CLEEEK
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CIRCULAR LETTER

To the ministers and messengers who may compose the Mates Creck
Association, when convened with the 0Old Pond Creek Church, Pike
County, Kentucky, Friday before the first Sunday in Sepltember, 1951.

By the request of the last Association, I will now make the attempt
to write what is called a Cirenlar Letfer to be submitted for consid-
eration at this present session, trusting that God will lead and direct
my mind in such a way that T may write something that will be a
comfort to God’s humble poor.

I will eall your attention to a scripture in Matthew 1:21, “And she
shall bring forth a Son, and thou shalt call His name Jesus, for He
shall save His people from their sins.” The question with many peo-
ple today is, Did He save them or did He leave them something to
do with it. Dear brethren, I believe the saving took place before we
were born into the world, bul is being manifested every day to His
humble poor. I love to think of whatl the apostle Paul said about it
“who has saved us and called us with an holy calling, not according
to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace, which
was given us in Christ before the world was,” so it is either works or
grace. The apostle declared it is by the grace of God I am what I
am. I understand the good book to teach, there is not another name
given under heaven nor among men, wherebhy we must be saved. It
is not of works of righteousnesgs which we have done. 1 love to de-
clare that it is through the shed blood of that darling Son that we
will sing in the glory world and by His grace we sing His praises
here.

The scripture teaches us that all souls shall be saved in the Lord
with an everlasting salvation. To my mind that ineludes all that
Christ died for when He hung on the cross, but vet He said, “Though
Israel be as the sand of the sea, a remnant shall be saved.! What
for? to show forth His praise here in the church Lill He comes again.

Dear brethren, I am glad to think that the church was what He
came and gave His life for, He =aid, “I am the head, and ve are Lhe
body, the church visible and invigible.” I don’t think that He, Christ,
purposed all His people to join the church that He set up here in the
world, but I do believe thal Christ will manifest His sweet spirit to
everyone that He died for sometime {rom the cradle to the grave,
hecause He declared by the one Spirit ye are all baptlised into the
one body and that body is Christ.

Dear brethren, I love to think of Christ and His people being here
together so close with love that there is nothing that can ever separ-
ate them, His everlasting arm is always underneath them. My hum-
ble hope is that I am one of that number. If so, it is nothing good
that T did to cause His to save me. The apostle says, “By grace ye are
saved, through faith and not of yourselves; it is the gift of God.” A
free gift that we didn’t have to work for.

Dear brethren, in the final wind-up I believe there will be a res-
urrection of the just and the unjust, and the happiness of the right-
eous shall be eternal and the punigshment for the wicked will be ever-
lasting. Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon
us, that we should be called the sons of God. It does not vel appear
what we shall be, bul we know that when He shall appear we shall
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be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. My dear brethren, if we
can be like Jesus in the gracious resurrection, when He comes again
to call the redeemed of His blood that He bought and paid for, won't
thal be good encugh for usg all?

I must bring my remarks to a close. May the Lord lead and direct
our minds in all our undertakings is my humble prayer for Jesug'
sake. In hope of eternal life.

Your unworthy brother.
- - ELDER JOE THACKER

e e D~ R 4o

NAMES AND ADDRBESSES OF MINISTERS
Elders:

A. J. Blackburn, Ira, Virginia.

W. H. Thacker, McAndrews, Kentucky.
J. W. Blone, Fishtrap, Kentucky.

M. C. Slone, Fishtrap, Kentucky.

A. P. Justice, Millard, Kentucky.

W. HE. Thacker, Millard, Kentucky.
Teddy R. Ball, Ransome, Kentuclky.
Noah Smith, Coleman, Kentucky,

Joe Thacker, Canada, Kentucky.
John Fuller, Canada, Kentucky.
Charley Holsinger, Mossy Bottom, Kentucky,
W. H. Prater, Steel, Kentucky.
Lonnie Warrix, Huddy, Kentucky.
Anderson Casey, Coleman, Eentucky.
Paris Coleman, Coleman, Kentucky.
W. N. Smith, Coleman, Kentucky.

J. H. Blackburn, Ira, Virginia.

Jog Slone, Jr., Fishtrap, Kentucky.
Kit Ratliff, Ransome, Kentucky.

Dan Adking, McAndrews, Kentucky.
Wallace Chapman, Belfry, Kentucky.
Frank Wheeler, Stone, Kentucky.
George Hunl, Hardy, Kentucky.
Fongo Justice, McVeigh, Kentucky.
Ostill Smith, Canada, Kentucky.

Licentintes:

James Harl McIntosh, Hardy, Kentucky.
Homer Little, McCarr, Kentucly.
Bobby Mavhon, Ransome, Kentucky.
Glenn Vipperman, Meta, Kentucky.
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OBEITUARIES

BROTHER SAM McCOY

I will attempl in my unworthiness to write an o-
bituary of my dear father, Sam McCoy, who has out-
sitripped us in this life, and has gone on. Our father
was born July 2, 1884, and passed away April 10,
1951, malking him 67 years of age. Dad joined the
Primitive Baptist Church the fourth Saturday in
September, 1940, and lived a faithful member until
the death angel called him away. Dad enjoyved tallk-
dness of God concerning the great love He had for
His children. . Dad was a firm believer in the resurrection of these
vile bodies. W hope to meet Dad in the glory world where we all,
according to the scriptures, will be like Jesus. Wo have greatly
missed our dear father, but we trust our loss is his heavenly zain.

Written by his son,

—GEORGE McCOY

sISTER OLLIE VARNEY

It is with a sad and aching heart that we write a
sketch of the life of our dear mother whowas a prec- :
ious jewel in our life and in this world, The death §
angel came to our home November 23 104§

she was married to Henry Varney aboul 52 vears
ago, and to this union were born 14 children, 5 pre
ceded her in death.

Our dear mother joined the Primitive Baptist Church, September,
1942, and lived a faithful member till death. Mother was a firm be-
liever in salvation hy the grace of God. She loved to praise the Lord
Wwho gave Himself for her. &She left this world in full faith of the
voice of the Lord to call her sleeping body from the grave and to he
taken home te glory lo forever be with Jesus.

Written by her sons,

—ROBCOE & CARL VARNEY

WILLIE JAMES WILLIAMSON

I will try in my sorrow to write a brief gketeh of
he life of my dear heloved son, Willie James.

He was born December 25, 1829, and departed
his life August 24, 1951, making his atay on earth
21 vears, 7 months and 29 days. He leaves hiz fath-
. . wler, Hi *i-\_’iliimm;u_u';, and his mother, Peggie William-
% . ’iﬁ - son, and three sisters, and one brother, and a
S .@?ﬁ%;ﬁwﬁi‘hu;ﬂ. of relations, and friends to mourn his loss.
e e never o Jait any church, hut he was a sirong
believer in the Primitive Baptist doetrine and often called the preach-
ing brethren in to pray for him.

Our loss is great, we miss him so much, but we hope cur loss is
his eternal gain,

Written by his father,

—HI WILLIAMSON
(%)



K. B. MORRIS

I will try in my weakness, if the Lord will bless
me, to write a sketeh obituary of my dear father,
. B. Morris, who departed this life July 30, 1947,
Dad never did confess a hope in the Lord, bui he
was a true believer in the 0Old Primitive Baptist
Church. One week before he died, he made this re-
mark: “T know the Old Baptist dectrine is right, it's
; the deeirine Christ and the apostles preached nwlien
they were here and I will risk my soul on that.” Bince Dad never
atlached himself to the church I was just thinking of his destiny and
here is a dream I had and I truly believe it was sent to me from the
Lord: 1 dreamed of being at the Louisa Church, and thoughl a voeice
said to me (by name) “Joe, gel up in the stand.” T did, and the same
voice said to me, “I want you to search the church records to see
who belonged to the church.” I hegan searching, reading down
a great list of names, several being familiar to me. Reading down,
I found A. P. Justice, and the next name was K. B, Morris. My dream
ended there as though I 'was particularly looking fer that name. |
awoke from sleep, deep down in my heart praising and thanking the
Lord for that blessing.

I truly believe Dad will ultimately join with Mother in that mansion
that I hope was prepared for them from the foundation of the world.

Written by his son,
—JOE MORRIS

BROTHER HENRY €. VARNEY
it has fallen my lot, feeling unworthy to write
an obituary of our dear father-in-law.

Papa was born November 2, 1874, and passed gway
February 9, 1951, making him 77 years of age. Papa
joined the Primitive DBaptist Chureh the fourth
Bunday in September, 1842, and lived a [aithful
member until death. His vacant seat and hig godly lalks can never
be replaced, neither can his warm handshakes and his comments on
the doecirine.

Papa truly believed in a salvation by the grace of God. He was
a true believer in the resurrection of these bodies and that in the
great and notable day that we shall hear the voice of the Lord and
come forth from the grave and be taken io forever he wilh Jesus.

Dear brethren and sisters in the Lord, that is our whele souls
dependency. We are living in hope of seeing our God and being like
Him and only to be talken home on the power of His great love that
we hope Be had for us in that sweet election of grace.

Written by, —MYRTIE & JOE JMORBRIS

BROTHER WILLIAM TILDEN WILLIAMSON
If the Lord will, T will try to write an obituary of my dear uncle
and brother W. T. Williamson. Unecle Tilden was called away from
this life at Waverly, Ohio, at the age of T4. Our dear uncle joined
the Primitive Baptist Church August 24, 1946, and lived in full faith
and fellowship of the good doctrine and lived a faithful member till
death. He would wvisit the church as often as he could, and would
never seem lo tire of talking of the goodness of God and the hope he
(9)




had of eternal life. He was a singere believer in the resurrection of
these mortal bodies and that God was the ruler and super-ruler, and
man was too weak to bring down salvation. He left this world in full
belief of salvation by the grace of God.

Wie have missed our dearly beloved brother, and do hope and believe
our losgs is hig eternal gain.

Written by his nephew,

—JOE MORRIS

SISTER FLORENCE DOTSON COLEMAN

Florence Dotson Coleman, born June 8, 1886. She
was the daughter of the late Jordan Detson and Alice
Hager Dotson, and was married to George H. Cole-
man, November 28, 1901, To thig union were born
14 children, 11 living, and 3 preceded her in dezih,
and her husband also. She deparied this life Lay,
6, 1951. She united with the Primitive Baptist
{hurch the fourth Sunday in May, 1%14, and was
haptised by Elder Anderson Hatfield.

She was a strong believer in the doctrine of salvation by the grace
of God. She helieved that when Christ hung on the cross that He
paid the indebtedness of all the Father gave Him. We believe her
apirit has gone back to God who gave it, and her body to the dust,
sleeping that peaceful sleep, waiting for the second coming af the
TLord, and declare that time shall be no longer, and that her body
will be changed and raised fashioned like unto the most gloricus
body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and took home to heaven
with all the redeemed of the Lord.

Written by her brother,

—ROLAND DOTSON

BROTHER J. M. BLACKBURN

J. M. Blackburn departed this world August 28§,
1950, making his stay on earth 80 years, 6 months, 15
davs. Tt is with a sad and aching heart that we write
2 sketch of the life of our dear beloved father whom
we all loved. The death angel came in our home

o and conveved his spirit to his happy home. He was
i 1 true believer in the Old Baptist Church and could
i Lot nardly wait until the end of the week to

go somewhere to church. He was married to Kathern (Smith) Black-
burn. To this union were born two sons, His 'wife and one son
preceded him in death. Later in years he was married to Hally (Ball)
Blackburn. To this union were born two children, one son and one
daughter. He left his wife, two sons, and a daughter and a host of
friends to mourn his loss. But we hope our loss is his eternal gain.

Our loving father has gone and he had a hope that we would follow
and he said for us to hope and pray that with God’s help, we all would
meet, some sweet day. :

Written by his son and daughter-in-law.
—GRANT AND BYRD
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DISTRIBUTION OF MINUTES

Louisa—Bradley Warrix, Fishtrap, K¥: oo iinesassionasessss 125
Pond: Cresk—CL 1 MicKeY BeliEN KV i e hoaibin o sl et oms 200
Bl Greek—NM. B Baokhiurn, Canadi, T i e i et ies 100
Baccoon—Toa Mormis, Raceaon; Y. i oy a e o s st 104
BSalphar Springa=UcB May. Trg: Vaw oo v maiainle syt bl 75
EFeter CUresk—Roland [30ison; Stone, BT, (i e osa e siniss s ubi 100
Little Hope—Dewey Dotson, Pinsonfork, K¥. ..o nnnncnnnns GO
Joppae L Tom T e e e e T, el o s rie o Tl s 25
Grapevine—sStewart Justice, Fishirap, EF. ..o seessteemie 65
Samiria—Boh Dotaon; Hardy; K. oo omains e smn i s 200
Litile Union—James H. Fuller;, Steele, Ky, ... . bt b nsanns 25
John's Creek—MNoah Smith, Jr., Coleman, B, ..o e ooon s 100
Calvary—Roscoe Varney, Belfry, E¥. i enn oees e atl

DISTRIGUTION OF MINUTLES TO CORRESPONDING ASSOCIATONS

Washington—>M; . Sutherland, Birchlealf, Va. ......c.eeeinnenas 25
Indian Creek—J. R. Lilly, Box 136, Hinton, West Va. ............ 25
Union—J. M. Holbrook, Shelby Gap, Ky. ... oo, 25
Upper Mayo—J. W. Moorefield, 3405 Hanes, Winston-Salem, N, C. 25
Powell’s Valley—Elder B. E. Dotson, London, E¥. ... e e i, .. 25
To the.Glerk, Stear]l Haifield, MeCarr, BY. . oovcooe e, B el 150

O i e e e S AT A e A e 1500

CONSTITUTION

1. This Association shall be calld Mates Creek District Primitive
Baplist Association.

2. The Association shall be composed of members chosen by the
different churches in our union and duly sent (o represent them in
the Association, who shall be members whom they judge best gqual-
ified for thal purpose, and produocing letters from their respective
churches certifying their appointment, shall be entitled to seals.

3. In the letters from the different churches shall be expressed
their membership in full fellowship, those baptlised, received by
letter, digmissed by letter, excluded and deceased since the last As-
sociation.

4, The members thug chosen and convened shall have no power
to lord it over God's heritage nor shall they have any clerical powers
over the churches, nor shall they infringe on any of the internal rights
of any church in this union.

b. The Association when convened, shall be governed by a regular
and proper decorum. |

. The Association shall have a Moderator, Clerk and Treasurer,
who shall be chosen by the, sulfrage of Lthe members present. y

7. Newly constituted churches may he admilied into the union who
shall petition by letler and messenger, and (if found upon examination
Lo be orthodox and orderly), shall be received by the Association, and
manifested by the Moderator giving the right hand of fellowship.

(11)



8. FEvery church in the union shall be entitled to a representation
in the Association.

9. Every query presented by any church to the Association, being
firet debated in their own church, shall be taken up by the Association.

10. Every motion made and seconded shall come under the consid-
eration of the Association, except it shall be withdrawn by the member
who made it.

11. The Association ghall endeavor to [furnish the churches with
Vinutes of the Association, the best way and method for effecting
that purpose shall be at the discretion of future Assaciations.

12 We think it absolutely necessary that we should have an Agsoc-
iation fund for defraying the expenses of the same, for fhe raising
and supporting of which we think it {he duty of each church in the
union to coniribute such sums veoluntarily as the ¥ think proper, and
send it by the hands of their messengers to the Association, and those
monies thus contributed by the churches and received by the Asso-
ciation shall be deposited in the hands of the Treasurer, who shall
he accouniable to the Association for all monies received by him, and
pay out of the same according to the Association.

13. There shall be an Association book kept, wherein the proceed-
ings of every Association shall be regularly recorded by the Secreiary
chosen for thalt purpose, who shall receive compensation for his
troublae.

14, The Minutes of the Assoeciation shall be read and corrected,
if need he, and signed by the Moderator and Clerk before the Asso-
cialtion arises.

15. Amendments to this plan or form of government may be made
at any time by majority of the union when they deem it necessary.

16. The Association shall have power: (1) To provide for the gen-
eral union of the churches. (2) To preserve inviolably a chain of
communication among the churches. (3) To give the churches nec-
essary adviece in matters of church difficulty. (4) To inguire into
the cause why the churches fail to represent themselves at any lime
in the Association. (5) To appropriate those monies by the churches
contributed for an Association fund to any purpose they may think
proper. (6) To appoint any member or members by and with their
consent to transact any business they may see necessary. (7) The
Asegeiation shall have power to withdraw from any church in this
union which shall violate the rules of this Association, or deviate
from the orthodox principles of religion. (8) To admit any orderly
minister of our faith and order to a seat in the Agsociation. (8) The
Association shall have power to adjourn themselves Lo any time or
place they may think most convenient to the churches of the Asso-
ciation,

ARTICLES OF FAITH

1. We helieve in one true and living God, 'who is the Creator, up-
holder, and righteous disposer of all things; and thal He is self-ex-
istent, independent, omnipotent and eternal.

2. Wle believe that Jesus existed in His mediatorial Person as the
head and life of His body, the church, from everlasting.

3. We believe the doctrine of eternal, personal and unconditional
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election; that the elect, or church, is and was and shall forever re-
main His body and fulness, and their spiritual life iz hid with Christ
in God, !

4. We believe in the doctrine of total depravity of human nature
and that recovery from that condilion is wholly and exclusively by
the sovereign, free and unmerited grace of God.

5. We believe the atonement made by Christ was full and complele
and exclugively for the elect, or heirs of promise.

6. We believe the doctrine of God's predestination in every sense as
the Bible teaches it.

7. We believe that all the elect vessels of mercy, chosen in Christ
before Lhe: foundation of the world, shall be called, regenerated and
sanctified by the regenerating power of God's grace, and shall ulti-
mately enjoy heaven and immortal glory.

3. We believe there will be o resurrection of the bhodies, hoth of
the just and the unjust. and the happiness of the righteous and (he
punishment of the wicked ghall be eternal.

. We believe that baptism and the Lord’s Supper are ordinances
of Jesus Christ, and (hal L(rue believers are Lhe subjects, and the
true mode of baplism is immersion, foot-washing an example,

10. We believe the secriptures of the Old and New Testaments as
iranslated under the reign of King James, are a revelation [rom 'God,
ingpired by the Holy Ghost, and that the New Testament ig the stand-
ard of faith and the only authorized rule of practice Lo the churech
of God under gospel dispensation. We therefore consider ourselves
gsolemnly bound by our allegiance to the King of Fion to rejecl, dis-
claim and disfellowghip all modern and ancient religious institutions
or societies of which we have neilher precept nor example in the
New Testament.

RULES OF DECORUM

1. The Association shall be opened and closed by prayer.

2. A Moderalor and Clerk shall be chosen by the suffrage of the
members present.

3. Only one member shall speak af a lime, whe ghall rise from his
geat and address the Moderator when he is about to speak.

4. The person thus speaking shall not be interrupted by any except
the Moderator until he is domne speaking.

6. He shall strictly adhere to the subject and in no wise reflect on
the person who spoke before so as to make remarks on his slips, fail-
ings and imperfections, bul fairly state (he case and matter as nmearly
as he can as to convey his ideas.

6. No person shall rise and speak more than three times on one
subject withount liberiy obtained from Llhe Associalion.

7. No person shall abruptly break off or absent himsgelf from the
Association withoutl liberty obtained from if.

8. No member of the Association shall have liberty of laughing
during the sitting of the Association, nor whispering in time of pub-
lic speech.

%, No member of the Association shall address another in any other
term or appellation but the title of “Brother.”
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10. The Moderator shall not interrupt any member in a speech or
prohibit him from speaking until he gives his light on the subject, ex-
cept they break the Rules of Decorum.

11. Names of the szeveral members of the Association shall be en-
rolled by the Clerk and called over as many times as the Aszsociation
may regquire.

12. The Moderator shall be entitled to the same privilege of speech
as another member, provided the chair be filled, and he shall have no
vote except the Association be equally divided, In that event he ghall
sive the casting vote.

13. That any member who shall willingly violate any of these
rules shall be reproved by the Association as they think proper.

(14)



mmwm;?n;_fﬁ_m 6 0ok e ieasy Gl S e

_“_.@ o 07 L R W = _w B T Ty T T A g e $oriw o un.u.H .h.ﬂ_un.—..h...um a..mmp.ﬂ.ﬁhhw. @CUﬂU......M winaie e .__...np._”.ml..__..—.m..___._”..._
a0'er  |ow _m _H m _ Sl _N S S O B O A i e £ ‘TWRWLI0Y “IP WS yroNn|t e 921 SUGOr
_m fa-la] mia e ._. ._. ._. .".N ....... P b e T R s e s e T, e e e ...RUH .mmmﬂ.uaﬂm Ap.mn..'.m.m.n._.r—H .HIH WG.Q..._”.m.“._”. PR ._..H..l._..._”._H._”u. @:..”_.mwl_.
76T M.w__. F .._” _4n _._. _.T._”_m .......... A T e e T M e e R T R AT i e Ly b 0,3 | ..__m@.ﬁ..m._._..uh ::..D_mu_n_g qogl e . PLIBIURS
_“__@ﬁ__.__n 6T It :._” _m F R A e e e P e e e e b.aVH .Qﬁmhﬂﬁmmmh +@U.3mn:.. ._,H.ﬁ.#wmum.. ﬁu.,:.,—_b@ﬂ.mh.mu
aoe i S S _H ............................. A e T "£3 ‘PIBIIIBIL ‘ODN[ IO |* ¢+ v ve e wddor
ﬁwﬁ-qrw mnl. _. N m. .q- _. . _.ﬁ __.” N AT T B N 3 TR el T Pt (e (e T T T e S R T ....mu"r...ﬂ. .H._.l.-...ﬂ._”._nﬂ.muﬁ:.m” ﬂ@ﬂiﬂvm .r_.._.u.u._ _r..__mﬁlﬂ o mﬁH.ﬂ-.mH @._”u..._._._.n._”
00°0T |z9 |g i _ 1z . [rl) s ) L O mitaLate s Ry S AR SR o .w._HC,._.f ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁ_ﬂ. .m__.EJDf Tt Heell Inladg
D.G‘H _hm __H S m H ...... e e e e e T v ] S e R R WA T e e S h R |.hw. .W.HH .hr._u._.___r m .__. mmﬁ._..hﬁm .HH.__.._”ﬁ._“H.—.ﬁm
_ﬁ_.ﬁ_.H._” _m.M NJ“ _..l‘n.vu-“._” . ..m. m.w. ...... L R T R e L T P s f .L.ﬂm n.ﬂ_..‘UQUU.ﬂm nm_.-._.w_.HC..—___“ d..m.:”:.. s n e omwoa .DHD._UUU._.m.m
DD.D.._” ._”ﬁ .H N _.m N. N l_. “M ............................. S e e p..ra.M..H nﬁ.@m._..._..m.vu _"..m.._”.n._.ﬂ.m—.ﬁ_.ﬁmm m _.c__”. o G Mm@@;ﬂr\e .n__uuw.mm
ﬂ@m,._” _ﬂﬂ._” N . _m _ _ m N e e L T Frs e e e e b ee e ..mMH .ﬂhm_..mﬂ_m ....r,.wm.u_.._ﬁ iy .xu e .M_..m.mr.ﬂu ﬂ_ﬂﬁ_m
ﬁv_urm_..m_m MN N _. ,_' R 'Nﬂmﬂ. (oS RO R Tk S R e o AL T e Fae e _..M._. _..H._Nam._.ﬂ..ﬂ._” _H L;wma._” ir __r# ._F_”ﬁw.ﬁ um ........ .ﬁﬂﬁﬂ.—gq
= lElE

ME R EREE

E |E |glc|B|2l2 (5]

L TR E S 2 Loy

it G m et e | BT e e

2 |4 |Rieleigi<|Sle SHEDNESSHIN HOMOHD J0 SHWNVN SHHOUNHD

2 |° 2

e

127791
msdeg
W 10

HTEVIL TVIILSILVLIS






