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MINUTES

OF THE EIGHTY-SEVENTH "ANNUAL
SESSION OF THE

MATES CREEK
ASSOCIATION

[ORGANIZED IN 1849]

OLD REGULAR OR PRIMITIVE BAPTISTS

HELD AT

JOHN'S CREEK CHURCH

SIMMERS, PIKE COUNTY, KY.

ON SEPTEMBER 1, 2 AND 3, 1939

W.H. THACKER, MODERATOR. T. M. MOUNTS, CLERK



IN MEMORY OF
ELDER W. J. PRATER

Moderator of this Association for Twelve Years
from 1922 until his death October 29, 1534

Elder Prater lived and preached the Gospel for more than forty
vears and the influence of his life and teachings was felt throughout
this section of the country. He fell dead while preaching the gospel
in the Peter Creek Church.

We greatly feel his loss to the churches, but feel sure that while
it is our loss it is his eternal gain.

(This page contributed in his memory by Elder T. M. Mounts,
Clerk of the Association.)
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MINUTES

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 1939

Association called to order by Moderator W. H. Thacker. Singing
and prayer by Hadley Edwards. The introductory was preached by
Elde: Teddy Ball. His subject was Eph. 5:1, “Be Ye Therefore Followers
of God, as Dear Children.”

Ministers left on stand Friday: Elders. Monty Miller, James
Runyon, D. C. Stover, Luther Bradley and Kelly Profit.

Messengers assembled in John's Creek church house and were
brought to order by Mederator W. H. Thacker, Prayer by Elder A. L.
Tackett.

Letters from several churches were read rrom which the following
table was prcpared:

Louisa delegates: Elders W. H. Thacker, A. P. Justice, M. C.
Slone: Brothers D. M. Blackburn, T. J. Thacker.

Sardis Church and delegates: Elder Jason Raines, Brother Ira
Simpkins.

Pond Creek Church and delegates: Brothers Anderson Farley, J. T.
Stacy, Thomas Blackburn and C. J. Micky.

Big Creek Church and delegates: Elder W. M. Stanley, Licentate
Joe Thacker, Brothers M. B. Elackburn, and Albert Blackburn.

Brushy Fork Church: Not represented.

Raccoon Church: Brothers Milton Coleman, and Gilmore Slone.

Sulphur Spring Church and delegates: Elder A, J. Blackburn and
S. K. Smith.

Peter Creek Church and delegates: Elders Noah Smith, G. W.
Smith, Brothers Richard Smith, G. W. Blair, Harrison Stump, Roland
Dotson, and Harrison Smith.

Litfle Hope Church and delegates: Elders B. M. Fields, Licentate;
M. H. Ball, Brothers Milch Blackburn, and J. H. Blackburn.

Joppa Church and delegales: Brother G. M. Stepp.

Grapevine Church and delegates: Elder J. W. Slone, Brother
T. J. Justice.

Samaria Church and delegates: Elder Ted Ball, Brothers C. C.
Dotson, Jeff Hatfield, Robert Dotson, J. C. Hager, W. J. Hatfield.

Little Umion Church: Brothers James Fuller, Charlie Freeman.

Pilgrim's Rest Church and delegates: Brother F. M. Akers.

John's Creek Church and delegates: Elders Paris Coleman, W. N.
Smith, Brothers Jackson Coleman, Jake Stilton.

Antioch Chureh and delegates: Elder T. M. Mounts, Brothers L. C.
Chapman, Albert Casey, and Bud Dotson.
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Organization: The Association was then organized by appointing
Elder W. H. Thacker, Moderator, Elder A. P. Justice, Assistant
Moderator, Elder T. M. Mounts, Clerk, Secretary and Treasurer, and
Jason Raines, Assistant Clerk. _

1. Newly constituted churches called for. (None.)

2. Abstracts of principles, rules of decorum and constitution
read and to be printed in these minutes.

3. Correspondence from gister Associations received as follows:

Washington Assoication—Delegates: Elders Hadley Edwards,
W. M. B. Sutherland, G. B. Sutherland, James Runyon, Monty Miller
and E. 3. Stevens.

Indian Creek Association—Delegates: Elder E. O. Lilly; Tran-
sient ministers, (3, L. Walker, D. C. Stover, from Indian Creek Asso-
ciaticn.

Unior Asscciation—Delegates: Elder Charlie Compton.

Rock Springs Association and Delegates: Elder A. L. Tackett,
Kelly Profit, Luther Bradley, Orville Caudili.

Association made motion to print obituaries of Elders, Deacons
and members of our churches, which was unanimously carried.

Association agreed to have picture of Elder Jackson Prater
printed in our minutes.

4. The Moderator is to make all temporary arrangements.

5. A member from each church, with all the messengers from
this church, are appointed to arrange for the preaching at the stand.
They reported: On stand Friday, Sept. 1, 1939: Elders James Runyon,
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D. C Stover, Monty Miller, Luther Bradley, Kelly Profit.
6. Delegates appointed to wvisit sister Assoications are as
follows:

Washington Association: Elders A, P. Justice, T. M. Mounts,
Noah Smith, Ted Ball, Paris Coleman.

Indian Creek Association: Elders A. P. Justice, W. H. Thacker,
Noah Smith, Ted Ball, B. M. Fields, Brother George Blair.

Union Association: Elders W. M. Dotson, B. M. Fields, Brother
Albert Blackburn.

Rock Springs Association: Elders T. M. Mounts, W. M. Dotson,
M. C. Slone, Martin Ball.

7. Committee on Arrangemcnts was appointed as follows:
Brother C. J Micky, Elder A. J. Blackburn, Brother Albert Blackburn.

Association adjourned until 9 o'clock faturday morning.

SATURDAY, SEPTYIMBER 2, 1939

The association was called to order by Moderator W. H. Thacker.
Prayer by Elder W. M. B. Sutherland.

1. Roll called and the absentees marked.

2. Committee on arrangements reported and discharged.

3. Finance Committee reported $49.05.

4, Delegates appointed last year to visit sister Associations
reported. Those unable to fill their appointments were excused.

6. The following preachers were on the stand Saturday: Elders
Orville Caudill, K. L. Profit, Luther Bradley, G. L. Walker, G. B.
Sutherland, Hadley Edwards.

7. Committee on preaching for Sunday reported as follows:
Elders Charlie Compton, E. O. Lilly, A. L. Tackett, E. S. Stevens,
W. M. B. Sutherland.

8. TUnion meetings as follows:

Louisa Church and Delegates: Meets Friday before second Sun-
day in August, 1940. B. M. Fields, T. M. Mounts, W. N. Smith, A. J.
Blackburn.

Sardis Church and Delegates: Meets Friday before first Saturday
in August, 1940, Elders W. M. Stanley, Ted Ball.

Pond Creek Church and Delegates: Meets Friday before second
Saturday in July, 1940, Elders Paris Coleman, A. .J. Blackburn, Ted
Ball, W. H. Thacker.

Big Creek Church and Delegates:

Brushy Fork Church and Delegates: Not represented.

Raccoon Church and Delegates: Meets Friday before fourth
Saturday in July, 1940. Elders T. M. Mounts, W. H. Thacker, W. M.
Dotsen, M. C. Slone.

Sulphur Springs Church and Delegates: Meets Friday before
first Saturday in August, 1940. Elders W. H. Thacker, H. W. Prater,
Licentate Joe Thacker.

Peter Creek Church and delegates: Meels Friday before fourth
Saturday in July, 1940. Elders W. H. Thacker, A, P. Justice, Ted Ball,
A. J. Blackburn, Paris Coleman.

Little Hope Church and Delegates: Meets Friday before first
Saturday in July, 1940, Elders W. M. Stanley, A. J. Blackburn, H. 'W.

Prater.
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Joppa Church and Delegates: Not represented.

Grapevine Church and Delegates: Meets Friday before third
Saturday in July, 1940. Elders T. M. Mounts, Noah Smith, Jason
Raines.

Samaria Church and Delegates: Meets Friday before third Satur-
day in June, 1940. Elders A. P. Justice, Paris Coleman, A. J. Black-
burn, W. H. Thacker, Hadley Edwards.

Little Union Church and Delegales: None.

Pilgrim’s Rest Church and Delegates: Meetls Friday before fourth
Saturday in August, 1940, Elders A. P. Justice, Ted Ball, W. H.
Thacker, M. C. Slone.

Antioch Church and Delegates: Meets Friday before the third
Saturday in June, 1940. Elders W. H. Thacker, A. P. Justice, T. M,
Mourts, M. C. Slone, W. M. Dolson, B. M. Ficlds.

John’s Creek Church and Delegates: Meets Friday before first
Saturday in August, 1940. Elders Ted Ball, A. P. Justice, W. H.
Thacker, T. M. Mounts.

9. Way Bill to Association—All coming to Association by the
way of Williamson come on Stale Highway Lo Canada, Ky. All com-
ing by the way of Pikeville come on Pikeville-Willilamson Road to
Canada, Ky.

10. Washington Association meets with Sumac Grove Church
September, Friday before the second Sunday, 1940, in Dickerson
County, Haysi, Va.

11. Indian Creek Association held with Indian Creek Church,
Monroe County, W. Va., Friday before the fourth Sunday in August,
1940.

12. The Union Association will be held with Cane Patch Church,
Wise County, Virginia, beginning Friday before the third Saturday
in September, 1939.

13. Rock Springs Association will be held with Dry Fork Church
on Friday before the fourth Sunday in August, 1940 at Vale, Ky., on
Christian Creek, five miles east of Morehead, Ky.

14. Motion to change union meeting from three days to two
days was made by G. W. Smith and seconded by W. N. Smith. Said
motion failed to pass.

15. Motion made and passed Lhat obituaries of brothers and
gisters be included in our minutes.

16. Seccretary reports all work up. Cash left on hand, none,

17. Circular letter called for and read, and ordered to be printed
in these minutes. Elder B. M. Fields was selected to prepdare the
letter for next year.

18. The clerk was authorized to superintend the printing of
the minutes, 1,000 in number, and distribute them among the churches.
He shall be allowed $10.00 for his services as Secretary and Treasurer,
and $39.05 for the printing of the minutes, The balance left in
treasury-—none,

19. Our next Association is appoinled to meet with Big Creek
at Canada, Pike County, Ky. commencing on Friday, August 31,
September 1-2, 1840. Elder W. M. Stanley to preach the introductory
and Elder W. H. Thacker to be his alternate.

20. This Association tenders its heartfelt thanks to the brethren
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and sisters and many friends who so bountifully entertained us during
this session. May God add His sweet blessings to them while here on
earth and take them in the resurrection morning with Him to the
Glory Land for ever to stay with Him.

Closed by prayer by Elder E, 8. Stevens. Then adjourned until the

time and place of our next Associalion.
Done and signed by order of the Association.

ELDER W. H. THACKER, Moderator
ELDER A. P, JUSTICE, Asst. Moderator.
ELDER T. M. MOUNTS, Clerk
ELDER JASON RAINES, Asst. Clerk.

SUNDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 3, 1939

Singing and Prayer by Klder Luther Bradley. Elders on stand:
1st. Elder E. O. Lilly, Text, 1lst chapter Paul; 2nd. Elder A. L.
Tackett, Text, John 5:1; 3rd. E. 8. Stevens, 8. John 6:37, “All that
the father give me shall come unto wie.” 4th, W. M, B. Sutherland.

The preaching was harmonious, God-honoring, salvation by Grace
and Grace alone. The poor little children of God were fed a spiritual
feast and God glorified.

ELDER T. M. MOUNTS, Clerk.

CIRCULAR LETTER

To Mates Creek Association,
Dear Brethren and Sisters:

In compliance with your request of last year, I will undertake
lo address you in the form of a Circular Letter from James 3:17.
“But the wisdom that is from above iz first PURE, then PEACE-
ABLE, GENTLE, and easy to be enireated, FULL OF MERCY AND
GOOD FRUITS, without PARTIALITY and without HYPOCRISY.”

The Apostle Paul who was well up in the scale of learning and
ability as a man of his day, when he got a discovery of heavenly
wisdom, it seemed that his wisdom was like trash. Our human wisdom
so far as that is concerned is of very lilile good unless il is inapired
with the wisdom that is from above.

Plenty of folks have worldly wisdom, but dear brethren, it takes
heavenly wisdom to help us to know how to make use of our human
wisdom. Heavenly wisdom is pure because that it emanates from
a pure source. It is peaceable because that it comes from the God
of peace. It is gentle and easy to be entreated because it proceeds
from a God full of compassion and tender mercy. It is without par-
tiality and hypccrisy because God is no respecter of persons and there
is no cause of hypocrisy in Him.

The wisdom from above will build up, edify and strengthen. Jesus
speaks aboul the wisdom of a wise servant that gives meat in due
season; “Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his Lord
hath made ruler over his household to give them meat in due season.”
Bleg=ed is that servant whom his Lord shall find so doing when he
cometh. The wisdom of God is more precious than rubies, corals or
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