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_MINUTES

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 1933

Singing, and prayer by Elder G. B. Bird, The introductory was
preached by Elder A. P. Justice, text lsaiah xxvi. 2——"'Open ve the gates,
that the righteous nation which keepeth the truth may enter in."

Ministers left on the stand Friday, (1) ). |. Reberts, (2) G. B.
sutherland, (3) G. L. Walker, 14) H. T. Barker. .

The messengers then assembled in the church house and were called
to order by the moderator; prayer by Elder R. |. Hankins of Washington
association.

Letters from the several churches were then read, from which the
annexed table was prepared.

The association was then organized by appointing Elder W. }. Prater
moderator, and Boyd Farley clerk, secretary and treasurer,

1. Newly constituted churches called for and none responded.

2. Abstract of Principles, Rules of Decorum and Constitution
read and are to be printed in these minutes,

3. Correspondence from sister associations received as follows:

Washington—By the hand of Elder W. B. Sutherland, who received the
right hand of fellowship and took a seat with us.

Indian Creek—By the hands of Elders S. L. Wood and G. L. Walker, who
received the right hand of fellowship and took seats with us.
Union—By the hands of Elders |, 1. Roberts, ). E. Craft and Sol Tackett,

who received the right hand of fellowship and took seats with us.

4. Visiting ministers received as follows: From Washington,
Elders R. . Hankins, C, B, Sutherland and A. R. Singleton: From St.
Clair Bottom, Elder H. T, Barker: From Mates Creek, Elders T. |. Robi-
son and Dan Adkins,

5. The moderator to make all temporary appointments.

6. A member from each church with all the messengers of this
church is appointed to arrange the preaching for Saturday, who reported,
t1) Elder R. J. Hankins, {2) Elder Sol Tackett, (3) Elder A. R, Single-
ton, (4) Elder S. L. Wood.

1. Corresponding letters and bearers as follows:

Washington—With the Sulphur Spring church, Dickenson Co., Va.. com-
mencing Friday before the second Sunday in September, 1933,
Elders W. ). Prater, |. W, Slone, G. W, Smith, A, P. ustice, C. B.
Bird, Jefferson Staton, Licentiate 0. B. Smith: Brethren Boyd Farley
Harrison Farley, |. T. Stacy and Albert Blackburn, messengers.

indian Creek—W.ith the Dry Pond church, Monroe Co., W. Va.. com-
cemcing Friday before the lasg Sunday in August, 1934, Elders



W. |. Prater, C. W. Smith, Brethren Boyd Farley and Harrison
Farley, messengers.
Union—With the Elk Horn church, Pike Co., Ky., commencing Friday
before the third Sunday in Sepfember 1933, Elders Abner Justice,
M. C. Slone, W, ). Prater, |. W. Slone, W. E. Thacker, Brethren
J. W. Justice and B. M. F|e1ds messengers
8. Committee on arrangements as follows: A. |. Blackburn, Ab-
ner Justice, Ballard Smith, with the moderator, clerk and corresponding
brethren invited to sit in council,

The association was then adjourned until Saturday morning at 9
o'clock.
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SATURDAY MORNING, ¢ O'CLOCK SEPTEMBER 2, 1933

The associaticn met pursuant to adjournment and was called to
order by the moderator, Prayer by Eider G. L. Walker of Indian Creek
association, :

1, Rell called and absentees marked,
2. Committee on arrangements reported and was discharged.

3. Finance committee: ]. T. Stacy, ]. E. Dotson, Ballard Smith,
who reported $47.30 and $2.00 in the treasury, making a total of
$49.30: $45.00 put in the clerk's hands for printing of minutes, etc,,
leaving a balance of 3$4.30, which was left in the freasury.

4. Appointees reported and those who failed to fill their ap-
pointment were excused,

5. Committee on preaching for Sunday reported as follows: (1)
|. E. Craft, 12) W. B. Sutherland, (3) 5 L. Wood.
6. Union meetings as follows:
Leiusa—Friday before the second Saturday in August, 1934, Elders
W, M. Stanley, Noah Smith, Jefferson Staton, H. W. May attend.
Fond Creek—Friday before the second Saturday in August, 1934, Elders
Abner Justice, A. . Blackburn, W. H. Thacker attend.
Sardis—Friday before the first Saturday in August, 1934, Elders W, H.
Thacker, Ballard Smith, Noah Smith attend.
Big Creek-—Friday before the third Saturday in August, 1934. Elders
A, P. Justice, A. |. Blackburn, W. H. Thacker, H. W, May attend.
Raccoon—Friday before the fourth Saturday in August, 1934. Elders
T. ]. Bevins, Jason Raines, Jefferson Staton, A. P. Justice attend.
Sulphur Spring—Friday before the first Saturday in August, 1934,
Elders W, }J. Prater, W. M, Stanley, |. B. Ramey attend.
Peter Creek—Friday before the fourth Saturday in July, 1934, Elders
W, H. Thacker, Abner Justice, A. |. Blackburn attend,
Little Hope—Friday before the first Saturday in July, 1934, Elders Jef-
ferson Staton, A. P. Justice, W. M. Stanley attend.
Grape Vine—Friday befora the third Saturday in July, 1934, Elders
|efferson Staton, M. C. Slone, ). B. Ramey attend.
7. Secretary reports all work up, $2.00 in his hands.

8. Circular letter called for, read and to be printed in these min-
untes, and that W. E. Thacker prepare the next

9,  That the clerk superintend the printing of the minutes, 1,600
in number, and distribute among the churches, and that he shall be
allowed $10.00 for his services as secretary, and treasurer.

10. We, the Mates Creek association, do reguest the churches
that compose this body to take care of the members of the Samaria
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church who do rot want to stand for the disorder of that church when
they make good acknow!edgement o1 same, and ‘o not receive the one
that caused this disorder, ta-wit: |, F. Hatfield.

11, Wae, rthe Mates Creek association, do sdimonisn the churches
\hat compose her bedy to stand aloof from the disorder of the Samaria
chuarch,

12. Our next association is appointed with the Pilgrim's Rest
church, Floyd Co., Kentucky, commencing Friday before the first Sab-
bath in September, 1934, and that Elder W, H, Thacker preach the in-
troductory and that Elder W. J, Prater be and is his alternate.

132, This association tenders its heartfelt thanks to the brethren,
sisters and many good friends who so bountifully entertained the people
during this session. May Cod bless them in basket and store and save
them here in time and take them to heaven with all the blood-washed
throng to see Jesus and be with him forever,

losed by prayer by Elder W, B. Sutherland of Washington asso-
ciation, then adjourned until the time and place of our next association.

Done and signed by order of the association.
BOYD FARLEY, Clerk ELDER W. ]. PRATER. Moderator.

SUNDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 3, 1933

Singing, and prayer by Elder H. T. Barker of St. Clair Bottom asso-
ciation. Ministers on the stand: (1) Elder |. E. Craft, text Heb. ii. 12
"Saying, | will declare thy name unto my brethren,” etc. (2} Elder
W. B, Sutherland, text 2 Tim, iii. 17, “That the man of God may be
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works,” etc.  (3) Elder S. L.
Wood, text Eph. iv. 11—"And he gave some aposties, and some
prophets, and some evangelists,”' etc,

The preaching was harmonious, salvation by grace and grace alone,
The children were fed and God was honored and praised. Clerk.

WAY BILL

All persons coming by train up or down the C. & O. Railroad, get
off at Banner, Floyd Co., Ky., one-half mile of the association,

Those coming by auto, come down or north route 23 to Herald,
Ky., cross the river take a dirt road 8 miles to Banner, Ky. Those com-
ing up route 23, come to Allen, Ky., and cross the river, take a dirt road
2 miles to Banner, Ky, Association is held on Prater Creek.



CIRCULAR LETTER

Dear Brethren, the Children of the Mest High God:

It has fallen to my poor, unworthy lot to address you in the form
of a circular. | hope that the Lord will direct my poor mind to write
something that will be a comfort to God's people, and may he bless me
to say those things which become sound doctrine; and that those things
may be said in the meekness of spirit.. My mind is on the duties of the
children of God, so | will call your attention to a portion of scripture
racorded in Ezekiel xviii, 2-—"The fathers have eaten sour grapes and
the children’s teeth are set on edge.’

My dear brethren, it seems to me that these children were talk-
ing about the fathers in lsrael; that if they take sour grapes that the
children’s teeth are set on edge. | understand that means that if the
tathers do wrong it leads the children to do wrong also. It becomes us
to lay aside every weight of sin that so easily besets us, ever looking unto
Jesus who is the author and finisher of our faith,

Dear brethren, it is our duty, if the Lord will bless us, to let our
light so shine before men that they may see our good works and glorify
GCod who is.in heaven. It is our duty to refrain from every appearance
of evil, If ye live after the flesh ye shall die, but if ye through the
Spirit do martify the deeds of the body, ye shall live,

In Matthew xxi, 13, Jesus said: “Unto them it is written my
house shall be called the house of prayer, but ye have made it a den of
thieves."" | understand he was talking to his children, telling them they
had made his house a den of theives by the sins they had committed.
S0 we have been doing many things that the Lord has fold us not to do
all the way along the line, We should live soberly, righteously and
godly in the presence of the world, looking for that blessed hope and the
glorious appearing of the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ, who
pave himself for us and has redeemed us from all sin and purified
unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. These things
speak and exhort and rebuke with all authority, Let no man despise
thee. Stand firm and in all things give thanks to our great Redeemer.
We should be slow to wrath, swift to hear, We find in the scriptures
every way of a man is right in his own eyes, but the Lord pondereth the
heart. We are waiting in hope of the resurrection when Christ shall
come and say to them that are on his right hand: "Come ye that are
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hiessed, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of
the world." W. H. Thacker.

RULES OF DECORUM

|.  The association shall be opened and closed by prayer.

1. A moderator and clerk shall be chosen by the suffrage of the
members present.

[11. Only one member shall speak at a time, who shall rise from
his seat and address the moderator when he is about to speak.

IV. The person thus speaking shall not be interrupted by any ex-
cept the moderator until he is done speaking.

V. He shall strictly adhere to the subject, and in no wise reflect
on the person who spoke betore, so as to make remarks on his slips,
failings and imperfections, but fairly state the case and matter as near-
ly as he can so as to convey his ideas.

VI. Mo person shall rise and speak more than three times fo one
subject without liberty from the association,

VIl. Mo person shall abruptly break off or absent himself from
the association without liberty obtained from it.

VIIl. No member of the association shall have liberty of laugh-
ing during the sitting of the association, nor whispering in time of pub-
lic speech.

X, Mo member of the association shall address another in any
other term or appellation but the title of brother.

X. The moderator shall not interrupt any member in a speech, or
prohibit him from speaking until he gives his light on the subject, ex-
cept they break the rules of the decorum,

X1, Mames of the several members of the association shall be
enrolled by the clerk, and called over as many times as the association
may require.

X1l. The moderator shall be entitled to the same privilege of
speech as another member, providing the chair be filled, and he shall
have no vote except the association be equally divided, in that event he
shall give the casting vote,

X1, Any member who shall wilfully violate any of these rules
shall be reproved by the association as they think proper.



ABSTRACT OF PRINCIPLES

. We believe in one true and living God, who is the Creator, up-
holder and righteous disposer of all things; and that He is self-existent,
independent, omnipotent. and eternal.

1. We believe that Jesus Christ existed in his mediatorial person,
as the head and life of His body, the church, from everlasting.

[1l. We believe in the doctrine of eternal, personal and uncon-
ditional election; that the elect, or church, is, and was, and shall for-
ever remain, his body and fulness, and their spiritual life is hid with
Christ in God,

IV. We believe in the doctrine of total depravity of human na-
ture, and that recovery from that condition is wholly and exclusively
by the sovereign, free and unmerited grace of God.

V. ‘We believe the atonement made by Christ was full and com-
plete, and exclusively for the elect, or heirs of promise.

V1. We believe the doctrine of God's predestination, in every
serise as the Bible teaches it.

VIl. We believe that all the elect vessels of mercy, chosen in
Christ before the foundation of the world, shall be called, regenerated
and sanctified by the regenerating power of Cod's grace, and shall ulti-
mately enjoy heaven and immortal glory.

VI, We believe there will be a resurrection of the bodies, both
of the just and unjust, and that the happiness of the righteous and the
punishment of the wicked shall be eternal.

IX. We believe that baptism and the Lord's supper are ordi-
nances of Jesus Christ, and that true believers are the subjects, and the
true mode of baptism is immersion, foot washing an example,

X. We believe the Scriptures of the Old Testament and New
Testament, as translated under the reign of King James, are a revela-
tion from God, inspired by the Holy Chost, and that the New Testament
is the standard of faith, and the only authorized rule of practice to the
church of God under the gospe! dispensation. We therefore consider
ourselves solemnly bound by our allegiance to the King of Zion to reject,
disclaim and disfellowship all modern and ancient religious institutions

or societies of which we have neither precept nor example in the New
Testament,



ARTICLES OF FAITH

Articla 1. This association shall be called Mates Creek District Old
Regular or Primitive Baptist Assocciation

Art. 1. The association shall be composed of members chasen by
the different churches in our union and duly sent to represent them in
the association, who shall be members whom they judge best qualified
for that purpose, and producing letters from their respective churches,
certifying their appointment, shall be entitled to seats.

Art. 11, In the letters from the different churches shall be ex-
pressed their membership in full fellowship, those baptized, received by
letter, dismissed by letter, restored, excluded and deceased since tha last
association,

Art. IV. The members thus chosen and convened shall have no
power to lord it over GCod's heritage, nor shall they have any clerical
power over the churches, nor shall they infringe on any of the internal.
rights of any church in this union.

Art. V. The association, when convened, shall be governed by a
regular and proper decorum.

Art. VI. The association shall have a moderator, clerk and treas-
urer, who shall be chosen by the suffrage of the members present,

Art. VII.  Newly constituted churches may be admitted into the
union who shall petition by letter and messenger, and (if found upon
examination to be orthodox and orderly) shall be received by the asso-
ciation, and manifested by the moderator giving the right hand of fel-
lowship.

Art. VI, Every church in the union shall be entitled to a repre-
sentation in the association,

Art. 1X. Every query presented by any church to the association,
being first debated in their own church, shall be taken up by the asso-
ciation,

Art, X. Every motion made and seconded shall come under the
consideration of the association, except it be withdrawn by the member
who made it,

Art. Xl. The association shall endeavor to furnish the churches
with minutes of the association, the best way and method for effecting
that purpose shall be at the discretion of future associations.

Art. XI1.  We think it absolutely necessary that we should have
an association fund for defraying the expenses of the same, for the
raising and supporting of which we think it is the duty of each church
in the union to contribute such sums veluntarily as they think proper,
and send it by the hands of their messenger to the association, and those
moneys thus contributed by the churches and received by the association



shall be deposited in the hands of the treasurer, who shall be accountable
to the association for all moneys received by him, and pay out of the
same according to the direction of the association,

Art. XIll. There shall be an association book kept, wherein the
praceedings of every association shall be regularly recorded by the sec-
retary chesen for that purpose, wha shall receive compensation for his
trouble.

Art. XIV. The minutes of the association shall be read (and cor-
rected if need be) and signed by the moderator and clerk before the
association rises.

Art. XV. Amendments to this plan or form of government may
be made at any time by a majority of the union when they may deem
it necessary.

Art. XV1. The association shall have power: (1) To provide for
the general union of the churches. |2) To preserve inviolate a chain
communication ameng the churches, (3) To give the churches necessary
advice in matters of church difficulty. (4) To inquire into the cause
why the churches fail to represent themselves at any time in the asso-
ciation. (5) To appropriate those moneys by the churches contributed
for an association fund to any purpose they may think proper. (6) To
appoint any member or members, by and with their consent, to transact
any business they may see necessary. (7) The association shall have
power to withdraw from any church in this union which shall violate the
rules of this association, or deviate from the orthodox principles of re-
ligion. (8) To admit any orderly minister of our faith and order to a
seat in the association. {9) The association shall have power to adjourn
themselves to any future time or place they may think most convenient
to the churches of the association.



NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF MINISTERS

Elder Abnor Justiom ::oonnacsmaniiasas
Eiger W 3. FIalEr covcrasimmmmisnsivsimmessesy

cieeis...Raystore, Kentucky
ceeeineeColeman, Kentucky

Eidar ML K. DABRIOI - . iiiinesoissnsiseamiiit nhse kb sat sk nas Ransom, Kentucky
Elder H. W. May .oooociiiiieiieicieccciiveien e oo McANdrews, Kentucky
Elddér |. B Ramey ......convieenens I e Fish Trap, Kentucky
Elder Caudell Hatfield ..........ccccoonmiiniincnciiceeic . Ransom, Kentucky
Eldar T, | BN v snssis R R R Sidney, Kentucky
Eldar AL | BlackBlien . .cocomsimmscsiasrames rernermreeeeneenesee 7@, Virginia
Elder G. B B ... ..ccccs R S e Sa e Canada, Kentucky
Elder Jason RAINES ..cccoooiicerimiinniiiiiicrrienmineieeeas o e@nora, West Virginia
Elder W, H. Thatker ......cccoeeiemmciiicancrimnsseianasrarenna; Fish Trap, Kentucky

Elder W. E. Thacker .. .............
Elder A, F. JUSHER ...ovociinmnmnasisnns

Elder |efferson Staton ........coiiiiiiniannnn.
Eider G, W Bogith Locaiaaanain

cerinieiennessMillard, Kentucky |

cerienennRaystore, Kentucky

....Chattaroy, West Virginia

......................... Coleman, Kentucky
Elder J. W. SIon€ . ooooooveeeieiiieieiieciiieeianeeaeinaeeeeenFish Trap, Kentucky
Eldar T, 1. REBIOBIN .oecoosrsommssonnessenorinensmpsmrsbaaiortoms Pikeville, Kentucky
Elder M. C, Slone .i...ccicicnsaunaninn.awwwFish Trap, KKentucky
Elder Ballard Seith ...cvesaminiaiss snsiesssrssoimieyens Coleman, Kentucky
Elder Noah Smith .o, = Coleman, Kentucky
Licgntiate D, B, Smith.. i saisaniisaaa .....Coleman, Kentucky

NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF CHURCH CLERKS AND NO. MINUTES

Laudtn==t. . BlanE ... ciiiainiinasesiiens iy diaat Fish Trap, Ky. 80
Pond Creek—Boyd Farley ........cooooocecceiieo.Box 194, Hardy, Ky, 160
Sardit=—Flonid MOUNEE. ....ocooveesrormsnsanmemmssssrsesssunns Belo, W. Va. 35

Big Creek—GC. B. Bird .c..ccccviicriimmmirarssiseranennneceanaioCanada, Ky a5
Brushy Fork—G. W. Lowe ....ococoviiivinniicicannnen. White Paost, Ky, 35

Raccoon=——NEiton COleman .....c.c.eiaseinmporssosnsasens Raccoon, Ky, 73
Sulphur Springs—=A. |. Blackburn ... lra. Va. 30
Peter Creek—Ballard Smith ........oocaie e e Coleman, Ky. 125
Little Hopee— H. W, T8y ...ooeiiorrneninsinaoncnsas MeAndrews, Ky. 35
Joppa—=®G. M. SEEPD ....ccccoviinmmrimmiennsasinisnanisi. White Post, Ky. 20
Grape Vine—]. W BlONe oiiavinniimsensays Fish Trap, Ky. 25

Williamson—C. R. Heopkins ...c..oooooonee.. . Williamson, W, Va. 40
Little Union—J. H. Fuller .....ccovoerverecnerenennee.. Feds Creek, Ky. 30

Pilgrim's Rest—F., M. Akers ... ... Dana, Ky. 30
Anticehe—b. C: CRIPMIN .ivciniasmiisuiiseianiis Woodman, Ky, 30



ASSOCIATION CLERKS

Washington——}, J. Counts .........ciiceeeeecccncn.Cleveland, Va. 40
Indian Creek—F. L. Akers, ..coceremriiiianncninnananas Ellison, W, Va. 40
Union ], P, Holdbrooks ...o... ereeierreicecreamrsssanssermneenses S0TZENTY, Ky 15
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