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MINUTES

FRIDAY, AUGUST 30, 1929

Singing, and prayer-hy S, L. Wood.

The introductory sermon was preached by Llder H. W. May
from Psalms xlvi. 4, “There is a river the streams whercof make
glad the city of God."

The messengers then assembled in the church house and were

cialled to order by the moderator. Prayer by Elder W. B. Suther-
fanid,

l.etters from the several churches were then read from which
the annexed table was prepared.
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The association was then organized by appointing Elder W. J.
Prater, moderator, and Boyd Farley, clerk, secretary and treasurer.

1. Newly constituted churches called for and none responded.

2. Abstracts of principles, rules ol decorum and constitution
read and to be printed in these minutes.

3. Correspondence received from sister associations as follows



Washington—By the hands of D. B, Smith, W. B. Sutherland, A. R,
Singleton, with minutes, who received the right hand of fel-

lowship and took seats with us.

Elkhorn—By the hands of Elders Tilden Straley and G. T. Lester,
with letter and minutes who received the right hand of fellow-
ship and took seats with us.

Indian Creek—DBy the hands of 8. L. Wood, who received the right
hand of fellowship and took a seat with us.

4, Visiting ministers received as followa: Wilgon Church from
Washington Association,

b, The moderator to make all temporary arrangements.

6. A member from each church is appointed to arrange the
preaching at the stand for Saturday who reported 1st, Elder Tilden
Straley; 2nd, Elder D, B. Smith; 3rd, Elder S. L. Wood,; 4th, Elder
W. B, Sutherland, who preached in order of their names.

7. Corresponding letters and bearers as follows:
Washington—With the Sumac Grove church, Buchanan county, Va.,

Friday befora the second Sunday in September, 1929, Elders

W. J. Prater, J. . Hatfield, and Brethren Jefferson Staton,

Harrison Farley, J. T. Stacy, G. F. Stanley, messengers.
Elkhorn—-With the Newfound church, Wyoming county, W. Va.,

commencing Friday before the fourth Sunday in Seplember,

1929, Elders J. D. Riffe, W. J. Frater, Jason Raiunes, and

Brother Albert Blackburn, messengers.

Indian Creek—With the Pipe Stem church, Mercer counly, W. Va,,
commencing Priday before the last Sunday in August, 1930,
Elders J. . Hatfield, H. W. May, Caudell Hatfield, Brethren J.
T. Stacy, Harrison Farley, Boyd Farley, G. I'. Stanley, Jelferson
Staton, messengers.

8. Committee on arrangements as follows: J. 1. Hallield, H.
W. May, T. J. Beving, with the moderator, clerk and corresponding
brethren invited.

The association was then adjourned until Saturday morning
9 o'clock.

SATURDAY MORNING, 9 O'CLOCK, AUGUST 31, 1929

The association met pursuant to adjournment and was brought
to order by the moderator. Prayer by Elder S. L. Wood.

1. Roll called.

2. Committee on arrangements reported and was discharged.



2. PFinance committee, Tolbert Hatfield, C. R. Hopkins, J. T.
Stacy, who reported $102.25 and $4.00 in the clerk's hands, making
#106.25, and $50.00 left in the clerk's hands for the printing of the
minutes and etc., leaving a balance of $56.25, paid the clerk $12.00
for recording 1906 and 1910 minutes, leaving a balance of $44.25

which was distributed among our correspondence to sister associa-
tions.

4. Appointees reported and those who failed were excused.

5. Committee on preaching for Sunday reported as follows:
1st, Elder Wilson Church; 2nd, Blder 8. L. Wood; 3rd Elder A. IL.
singleton.

6. Union meetings as follows:

Louisa—I'riday before the second Suturday in August, 1930, J. B.
Ramey, W. M. Stanley, W. J. Prater, Jefr Staton, T, J. Bevins,
attend.

Pond Creek—Friday before the second Saturday in August, 1930, J,
F. Hatfield, Caudell Hatfield, H, W, May, attend.

Sardis—Friday before the first Saturday in August, 1930, Caudell
Hatfield, J. D. Riffe, attend.

Brushy Fork—Friday hefore the fourth Saturday in August, 1930,
Abner Justice, A, P. Justice, M. C. Slone, attend.

Racccon—Friday before the fourth Saturday in July, 1930, J. F. Hat-
field, T. J. Bevinsg, A, J, Blackburn, W. M. Stanley, attend.

Sulphur Springs—Friday before the Ffirst Salurday in August, 1930,
W. J. Praler, H. W. May, J. B. Ramey, attend,

Peter Creek—Friday before the fourth Saturday in July, 1930, W.
J. Prater, A, P, Justice, Jason aines, attend,

Little Hope—UIriday before the Ffirst saturday in July, 1930, W. M.
Stanley, J. I". Hatfield, A. J. Blackburn, attend.

Samaria—-IPriday before the third Salurday in August, 1930, A, P
Justice, J. B. Ramey, W. J. Prater, attend.

Pilgrims’ Rest—Priday before the fourth Saturday in August. 1920,
W. I. Prater, M. C. Slone, Abner Justice, J. B. Ramey, attend.
7. We, the Mates Creek Association do adinonish the Peter

Creek church as to the heresies of a non-resurrection of the bodies

of the saints of Cod and no punishment of the wicked after death,

and a universal salvation, and do appeint a committee to 2o and

investigate such matters as the association has instructed, W. J.

Prater, J. B. Ramey, J. D. Riffe, H. W, May and Boyd Farley, com-

mittee, on the fourth Saturday in October, 1929,

8. We the Mates Creek Association do appoint a committec
to go and investigate why the Cedar Grove church have not been




representing themselves in the association, and does appoint Abney
Justice, A. P. Justice, J. B. Ramey, J. F. Hatfield, Hibbard Thacker,
to investigate this mwatter on the third Saturday in May, 1930, at the
forks of Grape Vine. And the Cedar Fork c¢hurch on the second
Saturday in April, 1930, Jason Raines, Ployd Mounts, Ira Simpkins,
(". F. Parsons, committee, to meet about two miles up on Woll Creek.

9, Secretary reports work all up and $4.00 in his hands.

10. Circular letter called for, read and received and to be
printed in these minutes, and that J. 1. Hatfield prepare the next,

11. That the clerk superintend the printing of the minutes,
1000, and distribute them among the churches.

12, Our next association is appointed with the Big Creek
church Pike county, Ky., commencing I*riday before the first Sab-
hath in Septemiber, 1930, and that Elder A. 1. Blackburn preach the
introductory and that Elder W. J. Prater be and is his alternate,

13. This association tenders its many thanks to the brethren,
cisters and many friends who so bountifully entertained the people
during this session., May the God of all grace keep them and in
heaven save them.

Closed by prayer by Rlder J. D. Riffe. Then adjourned unltil
the time and place of 2ur next association.

Done and signed by order of the association,

BLDER W. J. PRATER, Moderator,
BOYD FARLEY, Clerk.

SUNDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 1, 1423

A large and extremely well behaved congregation met at the
stand, Singing, and prayer by Elder W. B. Sutherland. The sland
was occupied by 1lst, Wilson Church, text Acty xx. 28, “Iecd the
¢hurch of God," ete. 2nd, 8. L. Wood, text Hebrews x. 14, "lFor by
ome offering he hath perfected forever them Lhat are sanctlified.”
drd, A. R. Singleton, text Kphesians ii. 8, "For by grace are ye
gsaved."”

The brethren all came ladened with the gpirit of God and preach-
ed salvation by grace and grace alone. The preaching was THIR
monious throughout the session, and God was glorvified. It seemed
that the children had a feast of fat things and were fed to the full,
and the namwe of God was honored above every other name.

CLERIK.



cirouLAR LIETTER

Dear Brethren:—According to the appointment of the associa-
tion last year it has fallen to my very unworthy lot Lo address you
in the form of a circular,

Brethren, my mind has been carried out in the love that God
has for Israel. Paul in addressing the Roman brethren says in
Romans X. 1—“Brethren, my heart's desive and prayer to God for
Israel is that they might be saved.” Dear brethren, this saving
looks like it is here in time and that its saving efficacy is neediul
now. Brethren, this prayer it seems to be my prayer low Lhese
many years that Isvael, our brethren, the church, might be saved
from talse doctrine, false practice, and [nlse ways, as some 84y and
preach that there 18 no resurrection of the bodies of God's saints.
The Sadducees said there was no resurrection, but the scriptures
abundantly prove that there will be a resurrection of these mortal
bodies. 1f there is no resurrection pray tell me what Christ is
coming the second time without sin unto salvation for? And some
even go far enough as to say and argue that there is no eternal
punishment for the wicked after death. Brethren, if there is not
an eternal punishment for the wicked after death do tell me what
all the seriptures are talking about? The scriplures do abundantly
prove this without controversy. Brethren, pray for me that 1 may
be saved from these false things, not that it will change the condi-
tiong, but 1 am assured that il God indicts prayer in your hearts
(hat this is his will. 1 need your prayers, that 1 may live in peace
and down at the feet of the brethren, and live a quiet and graceful
life here.

Your unworthy one,
BOYD FARLIY.

WAY BlLl.

All persons conying over the N, & W. Railway will come Lo
Williamson, W. Va, and take a taxi over the state highway towarl
Pikeville eight miles to the head of Big Creek.  And those coOMINng
agver the €. & O. Railway will come to Pikeville, IKy., and take tho
slate highway to the head of Big Creek, aboul 22 miles,



NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF MINISTERS

Elder ADRer JUSEICHE ... ..coveeei v sesssnssess Ray Store, Ky.
AR T W BN o mon s e s e T RS S R McAndrews, Ky.
Ry . B BBINEY i e e e gy S Fish Trap, Ky,
ERIEy G B DEERERRT s alo e L g S o) e Coleman, Ky.
HIGET J. B BRI i m i s rtim e e et st aa Ransom, Ky.
Elder Hibbard Thacker ....ooeoree e ensneseannes Fish Trap, Ky.
RO W L BRRBIENY . cvnnisme s omnsiisns mon s dai Canada, Ky.
Wldeyr GRuaell Bathiald ... ... oo e wiese Ransom, Ky.
ey W F PYRIOF .o s g s v Hardy, Ky.
BB 3 RN PP i e S S e e e e Ransom, Ky,
BEIET B B i e s e e i e e e o e s ecmi Canada, Ky.
Blder Jason ROINEGE ., ...vuuunecanrunrsonssenesssns Lenora, W. Va.
laEy W I TBROIEE . ..\ v s s s pas s mms sy Millard, Ky.
e A F PECRIEI . v aemm e s e s @ s T T Ira, Va.
FRORY A P JUBLICE somimmveannanamvims b e Ray Store, Ky.

CHURCH CLERKS AND THEIR ADDRESSES AND NO. MINUTES

Louisa—A., P, Justice ......cooimiminnnnnnnieees Ray Store, Ky. 75
BiE Creel—T. J. Bavitg .0 sivdinme st beayaie Sidna, Ky. 95
Pond Creek—Boyd Farley .......eoesvivs Box 194, Hardy, Ky. 8b
Sardis—Floyd Momnts ......cc000omeeemmmenrsons Belo, W. Va. 40
Brushy Fork—G. W. LOWe ...... couibeessius White DPost, Ky, 40
Raccoon—MIilton Coleman . ... covesaessssawams Raccoon, Ky. 66
Peter Creek—Ballard Smith .....0vivvrvnvnnnnns Coleman, Ky. 100
Little Hope—Martin Ball ....0. oo iiivinnsas Pinson IFork, Ky, 90
Sulpbhur Spring—A. J. Blackburn . ......ossieeeveiais Ira, Va. 46
Joppa—Geo. M. Stepp ......c.vvvevvane..... White Post, Ky. 2b
Samaria—Caudell Hatfield .......c.ovivnene.innes Ransom, Ky. 100
Willlamson—C. R. Hopking ...........000 Williamson, W. Va. &0
Little Union—J. H. Fuller ........vo00nveues Feds Creek, Ky. 26
John's Creek—R. N, DOtSon. ... vive  viiiiaeins e Simers, Ky.

PHErima" Ragt—F. M. AKOTS . .cvvvins dnnmsive s Dana, Ky. 26
Washington Association—J. J, Counts .......... Cleveland, Va. 25§
Blk Horn Association—H. V. Snow ............ Gillian, W. Va, 20
Indian Creek Association—F, L. Akers .......... Ellison, W. Va. 25




ABSTRACT OF PRINCIPLES

1. We believe in one true and living God, who is the Creator,
upholder and righteous disposer of all things; and that He is self-
existent, independent, omnipotent and eternal.

I. We believe that Jesus Christ existed in His Mediatorial
Person, as the head and life of His body, the church, from ever-
lasting,

II. We believe in the doctrine of eternal, personal and uncon-
ditional election; that the elect, or church, is, and was, and shall
forever remain, his body and fullness, and their spiritual life is hid
with Christ in God.

IV. We believe in the doctrine of total depravity of human
nature, and that recovery from that condition is wholly and exclu-
sively by the sovereign, free and unmerited grace of God.

V. We believe the atonement made by Christ was full and
complete, and exclusively for the elect, or heirs of promise,

VI. We believe the doctrine of God's predestination, in every
sense as the Bible teaches it,

VII. We believe that all the elect vessels of mercy, chogen in
Christ before the foundation of the world, shall be called, regener-
ated and sanctified by the regenerating power of God's grace, and
shall ultimately enjoy heaven and immortal glory,

VIII. We believe there will be a resurrection of the bodies,
both of the just and unjust, and that the happiness of the righteous
and the punishment of the wicked shall be eternal.

IX. Wa believe that baptism and the Lord's supper are ordi-
nances of Jesus Christ, and the true believers are the subjects, and
the true mode of baptism is immersion, foot washing an example,

X. We believe the Seriptures of the Old Testament and New
Testament, as translated under the reign of King James, are a revel-
ation from God, inspired by the Holy Ghost, and that the New Testa-
ment is the standard of faith, and the only authorized rule of prac-
tice to the church of God under the gospel dispensation. We there-
fore consider ourselves solemnly bound by our allegiance to the
King of Zion to reject, disclaim and disfellowship all modern and
ancient religious institutions or societies of which we have neither
precept nor example in the New Testament.

ARTICLES OF FAITH

Article I, This association shall be called Mates Creek District
Old Regular Baptist Association,



Art. I1. The association shall be composed of members chosen
by the different churches in our union and duly sent to represent
them in the association, who shall be members whom they judge
best gualified for that purpose, and producing letters from their
regpective churches, certifying their appointment, shall be entitled
to seats.

Art, 1II. In the letters from the different churches shall be
pxpressed their membership in full fellowship, those baplized, re-
ceived by letter, dismissed by letter, restored, excluded and de-
ceased since (he last association.

Art. 1V, The members thus chosen and convened shall have no
power to lord it over God’s heritage, nor shall they have any clerical
power over the churches, nor shall they infringe on any ot the in-
ternal rights of uny church in this union.

Art. V. The association, when convened, shall be governed by
a regular and proper decorum,.

Art. VI. The association shall have a moderator, clerk and
treasurer, who shall be chosen by the suffrage of the members
present.

Art. VII. Newly constituted churches may be admitted into
the union, who shall petition by letter and messenger, and (if found
upon examination to be orthodox and orderly) shall be received by
the association, and manifested by the moderator giving the right
hand of fellowship.

Art. VIIl. BEvery church in the union shall be entitled to a
representation in lhe association.

Art, IX. Iivery query presented by any church to the associa-
tion, being first debated in their own church, shall be taken up by
the association,

Art, X. BEvery motion made and seconded shall come under the
consideration of the association, except it shall be withdrawn by
the member who made it.

Art XI. The association shall endeavor to furnish the churches
with minutes of the association, the best way and method for effect-
ing that purpuse shall be al the discretion of fulure associations.

Art. XI1I. Wae think it absolutely necessary that we should have
an association fund for delfraying the expenses of the same, for the
raising and supporting of which we think it is the duly of cach
church in the union to contribute such sums voluntarily as they
think proper, and send it by the hands of their messenger to the
agsociation, and those moneys thus contributed by the churches and



received by the association shall be deposited in the hands of the
treasurer, who shall be accountable to the association for all moneys
received by him, and pay out of the same according to the direction
of the association.

Art, X1II. There shall be an association book kept, wherein the
proceadings of every association shall be regularly recorded by the
secretary chosen for that purpose, who shall receive compensation
for his trouble.

Art. XIV. The minutes of the association shall be read (and
corrected if need be) and signed by the moderator and clerk before
the association rises.

Art. XV, Amendments to this plan or form of government may
he made at any time by a majority of the union when they may
deem it necessary,

Art, XVI. The association shall have power: (1) To provide
for the general union of the churches. (2) To preserve inviolate a
chain communication among the churches. (3) To give the churches
necessary advice in matters of church difticulty. (4) To inquire
into the cause why the churches fail to represent themselves at
any time in the association. (b) To appropriate those moneys by the
churches contributed for an association fund to any purpose they
may think proper. (6) To appoint any member or members, by and
with their consent, to transact any business they may see necessary.
(7) The association shall have power to withdraw [rom any church
in this union which shall violate the rules of this association, or
deviate from the orthodox principles of religion. (8) to admit any
orderly minister of our faith and order to a seat in the zssociation.
(9) The association shall have power to adjourn themselves to any

future time or place they may think most convenient to the churches
of the association,

P VI I

RULES OI" DECORUM

I. The association shall be opened and closed by praver,

II. A moderator and clerk shall be chosen by the suffrage of
the members present.

[1I. Only one member shall speak at a time, who shall rise
from his seat and address the moderator when he is about to speak.

IV. The perzon thus speaking shall not be interrupted by any
except the moderator until he. is done speaking,

V. He shall strictly adhere to the subject, and in no wise



reflect on the person who spoke before, so as to make remarks on
hiz slips, failings and imperfections, but fairly state the case and
matter as nearly as he can so as to convey his ideas,

VI. No person shall rise and speak more than three times to
one subject without liberty from the association.

Vil. No person shall abruptly break off or absent himself from
the association without liberty obtained from it.

VIII. No member of the association shall have liberty of laugh-
ing during the sitting of the association, nor whispering in time of
public apeech.

IX. No member of the association shall address another {n any
other term or appellation, but that the title of brother.

X. The moderator shall not interrupt any member in a speech,
or prohibit him from speaking until he gives his light on the subject,
e¢xcept they break the rules of the decorum,

XI. Names of the several members of the association shall be
enrolled by the clerk, and called over as many times as the associa-
tion may require.

XI1I. The moderator shall be entitled to the same privilege of
gpeech as another member, provided the chair be filled, and he shall
have no vote except the association be equally divided, in that event
he shall give the casting vote,

NITI. Any member who shall wilfully violate any of these rules
shall be reproved by the association as they think proper.
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